August 4, 1901

Murder of Shelby Police Chief Shelton Jones

_‘ -

 R,S, JOVES SHOT T0 DEATE.

Ehelby’s Chief of Police Killed While
MNaking an Arrest.

Shelby, Special.—R. S. Jones, chiet
of police and tax collector, of Shelby,
accompanied by Mr. 8. M. Ford, night
walchman, raided Sunday morning at
3 o'clock, a house near the South Caro-
lina & Georgia Extension Rallroad,
where a crowd of negroes were gambe
ling. One window was opén where Mr.
Ford stationed himself. Officer Jonex
opened the door, when ome of thi
negroes, James Lowry, commenced to
fire upon the chief of police and emptad
two chambers of his pistol, both taking
effect near the heart and stomack. Offl-
| cer Jones had a tusslg with the negra.
after belng shot, whemn he broke loose

of police shot three times at-him, but
to no effect, then sank and died within
twenly minutes after receiving the
shots.

The blood hounds owned by the de-
ceaped were at once put on the negro's
trall, but the air was so dry that they
could not trail him. The sheriff with
a posse of seventy-five men armed with

guns and pistols, are scouring.the

country and if caught, he will hardly
be brought to jail.

Our citlzens are very much wrought
up over thls dastardly deed. The negro
came from Bouth Carolina and has
been here about a year. At the time of
this deed he was in the employ of the
Bouth Carolina & Georgla Extension
Rallroad as a helper at the freight de-
pot. The chief of pollce was a native
of this town, and aged about 40 years.
He has been marshal and tax collector
for 10 years and was held in high es-
teem. He was a splendid officer and as
brave as a llon, though very cool and

always kept his head.
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and escapted from the house. The chiet-
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Our citizens mourn this suden tak- |
ing away of one the cleverest men
in this community, and one unlversally i
liked. Ile leaves & wife and daughter,
who are almost prostrated by grief, A
brave, consclentious officer has been
kllled while doing his duty.

Mayor Jennigs has Issued the follow-
Ing circular:

: $200 REWARD. |
The town of Shelby, N. C., offers two
hundred dollars reward for the captiure
of Jim Lowry, colored, who murdered |
Chief of Police R. 8. Jones, of She:br.i
N. C., at 1:30 o'clock Sunday morning,

August 4, 1901,

Lowry Is about 25 years old, about
five feet and eleven Inches in helsht.'l
slim, welght 145 pounds, a rather light
mulatto, with his right eye-tooth rot-|
ted out and niche broken out between
his front teeth, one & little dark. A
small brown spot on one slde of [ace,
Has prominent cheek bones and rather |
slim chin. W. H. JENNINGS, Mayor.

1,000 [Ten in Pursuit,

Rutherfordton, Special.—A telephonsa
messagh received here Sunday after-
noon from Shelby states that Chief of
Police Jones, of that place, was shot
and instantly killed by Jim Lowry, a
negro employe at South Carolina &
Georgla depot, at 1 o'clock Jones, with
a warrant charging Lowry with selling |
whiskey without license, went to serva
it. Lowry ran, firlng at Jones, the bhul-
let taking effect in the lung. Jones fol-
lowed and caught him as he struck a
lamp post. In the scufle Lowry fired
again, the bullet going through Jones'
heart.

Jones is & well known detective and |
has a State reputation for bravery.

The last report from the scene at
night was that a reward of $200 is of-
fered for the negro's arrest by the elty
and a reward of $500 will be offerel
by the Governor. Four blocd hounds
and over 1,000 people are on the negros
trail. One of the blood hounds was
ghot by the fleeing negro. It i8 quite
likely that if the negro is captured he
will never reach the jall. Jones was

] a very popular man.




Statesville Mascot
Sept. 19, 1901; pg. 3

! Not Jim Lowry

A dispatch from Asheville to Suc-
day's igh News aod Obszrver

f Suttle aod Mayor
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Durham Daily Sun
June 26, 1902

Jim Lowry Caught.s

Jim Lowry, the negro, who killed
the chief of police of SBhelby, N. C.,
has, it is thought, been-arrested at
Newport News. A negroanswering
the description of Lowry, even to
the missing tooth and birtbmark
is under arrest there awaiting ind en-
tifioation. There is & reward of
$500 for Lowry's capture, The
Newport News negro claims to be

Jimy Taylor,

-

Sfication,
t.at heis thuakl Jm Lowry. °

Charlotte Daily Observer
Oct. 7, 1901

————

A Negro Supposed to be the Shelby Deaper-
' ade o Jall at Noroross, Ga.
Hpecia! to The Observer,

Norcroes, Ga., Oct. 6.—A negro an
swering the description of Jim Lowery,
warted at Shelby, N. C., for the mur-
| der of Chief of Police Jones, and for
whom rewards to the amount of 37
are offered by the town of B8helby,
1Cleveland ecounty und the Governor of
North Carolina, was arrested here to-
day. The authorities at Shelby were
notified that n man who &trongly re-
gombled Jowery was in custody .and
were asked for instructions. The ro-
ply was that & man would be sent to
identify the negro; that Dr. Gidney, of
1Atlanta, formerly a reshlent of 8helby,
who knows Lowery, would be requested
to come }Hn and sée If the right n
has befn caught.

The last newr of Lowery's appear-
ance I1s sald here te have been that he
was seen nead King's Mcuntain, N, C,
two or three days ago. and If that
is true it is regarded as MHkely that the
negro may have come here, as this
town {8 about 160 miles from King's
Mountaln, and on the same line of rall-
road, the route from Charlotte to At-
lanta. ' .

Daily Concord Standard
July 5, 1902

Think They Have Jim Lowfy.

A negro who is believed 1o be
Jim Jowry, the murderer of the
chief of police of Shelby a year
agu..hn been captured and is in
r, 8. C,, to await identi-

It is strongly believed

T




Charlotte News
April 1, 1904
1S IT JIM LOWRY?

Negro Arrested at Greers, S. C., Said
to be the Murderer,

The News learns this afternoon that

lnugrnmilrmtadnnrﬂmﬂ.
afternoon that answers

!ulr tke description of Jim Lowry, who
is wanted at Shelby for the murder of
Chief of Police Jones. This crime was
committee fn 1902 and since that time
all efforts to locate the negro have
proved futile,

There is a heavy reward for Lowry,
both the State and Cleveland county
;:-lfaring good round sums for his cap-
ure.

The anthorities ¢f Shelby were noti-
field. yesterday alternoon of the cap-
ture ofv the negro,

Cleveland Star
Jan. 11, 1905

Not Jim Lowery.

Considerable excitement was
aroused in Shelby last Tnud;y
night from the tenor of & 'phene
message comng from West Vir.
ginia and d:tltiugthl.hu a r?airru
correspouding to the description
of Jim Lowry had been uglur
ed He hud the same tallow
complexion, gold tooth, and In
dign features. News spread
rapidly around town. and Jim|
Lowery was the chief topic o*
conversation that night in the
dhg atum and other gathering
E Many were in high

npasthnt it was the geounine
Jim this time and nocounterfeit.
Bat al' hope vanishad when the
prctare arrived It had not, we
are sorry tosay, the slightest
resemblance of Jim Low.ry
While this is another failure, it
at the same time goes to show
that vigilance and a determina
tipn to see justice meted out, are
still on th- look for this munler-i
or, and that there will be a time
when he will die the death he!
leserves. :

The Morning Star
(Wilmington, NC)

Jan. 7, 1905; pg. 3
== Charlotte Observer, Jan. 6th:
Thtlhl)'h that Jim Lowry, who

county mnathrth;
is h:?l.t some time
ago two Croatans a d-porﬂ.o
ﬁght in Robeson county and’ one of
them was killed: The marks and
scars on the dead man were found to

Sim Lowry, was diatingaiahed. " Gol. |

Red Buck Bryant, 'hnmntlyrn-
turned from Robeson uuuty,

that the inhnhunntl firmly believe
that tho dead man was Jim Lowry.
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